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THE ANTIKYTHERA MECHANISM
BY: ALASDAIR TURNBULL, HST 4000-01, DR. EDWARDS

The mechanism was retrieved from a shipwreck off the coast of Antikythera in 1901. The structure of the mechanism was the
subject of debate among scholars for many years after the initial discovery. Little is known about the maker of the device and there
is still disagreement regarding certain pieces of the mechanism. Close study of the fragments (Shown to the right) allowed many
models to be designed.

Lin and Yan Models

After Wright’s Model, researchers JianLiang Lin and Hong-Sen Yan created 48
computer-generated models of the
device. As shown below, their models
showed the epicyclic gear system of the
mechanism
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Wright Model

Shown above, the Wright Model was the
earliest representation of the device
developed by Michael Wright. The
model features pointers for 5 planets,
the moon, the sun, and a separate
marker for the date.
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Operation

The device (as shown in the
computer recreation to the right)
was relatively simple to operate,
overall. The user would first have to
rotate the outermost front dial to
set the correct date, also setting the
back panel. To begin simulating
future cycles, the user only had to
turn a large crank attached to the
side of the mechanism. The only
problem which the user had to be
aware of was the possibility that
when the front dial reached the
final month of its cycle, the back
dial would need to be moved
forward.
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Conclusions

The origins of the device may remain largely
unknown but study on the mysterious
mechanism is still ongoing and much can still be
learned about Ancient Greek technology
following the discovery of this device.
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